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KINDON 

STATE SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL: Mrs Yvonne Watt

.

SCHOOL SONG

Happy are our days at Kindon

We make friends to last for years

Together we both work and play

In sunshine, rain, through laughs and tears.

We will fight for what is right

Just watch us as our dreams unfold.

We’ll remember our proud motto

And the crest of blue and gold.

SCHOOL STAFF

Principal

Mrs Yvonne Watt
District Relief Teacher
Miss Cloe Colch
Relief Teacher

Miss Tracey-Lee Mengel
Teacher Aides

Ms Karissa Sheppard
Mrs Ceclie Schwerin

Administration Officer

Cleaner


Mrs Michelle Sehmish-Lahey
Groundscare


A music teacher (Mr Jeremy Muenier) visits the school once a week.  Guidance Officers and Speech Pathologists can be accessed if the need is identified.  

WELCOME

We take this opportunity to welcome you to our school and our community.  

This information booklet is designed to assist you and your child to fit quickly into our school life.  With the issue of this document goes a warm invitation to visit the school to develop a close relationship between all parties concerned with the education of your child. 

Parent-Teacher consultation, both formal and informal, helps encourage desirable learning conditions, and you are requested to discuss your child’s progress regularly with his/her teachers, at a mutually convenient time.

Phone:
(07) 4675 4142

e-mail: 
principal@kindonss.eq.edu.au 

Website:  www.kindonss.eq.edu.au
Postal Address:  
Kindon State School



14034 Gore Highway



GOONDIWINDI  4390

SCHOOL VALUES AND BELIEFS
· We believe that a quality school is peopled by highly motivated and responsible staff, parents and pupils working and learning together.

· We believe that as a school community, we can make a difference in the life of each child, working together as a team, to enhance learning in a safe, friendly and healthy environment.

· For a quality school we believe in clear, open, honest communication and collaboration among all members of the school community.

· We believe that children learn best when they are in a safe, nurturing, supportive and accepting environment.  
· We believe that positive thoughts lead to positive action – the first step towards our preferred future

· We value the unique role staff, parents and students have in the success of our school and its students and we appreciate the effort of these stakeholders.

· We value the past, and the present and we plan to carry the ‘good things’ into the future.

· We value our unique small school environment and strive to keep it ‘beautiful’ 

· We value staff, parents and students working together to provide a variety of educational opportunities for our children.

NO SMOKING POLICY

Parents are reminded that our school is covered by a strict NO-SMOKING policy.  Smoking is not permitted in any school building or open area within the school grounds.

ENROLMENT PROCEDURE

Parents are to complete enrolment procedures before admission occurs.  Proof of date of birth is required for Prep students.  

Children born between 1 July 2013 and 30 June 2014 are eligible for Prep in 2019.

SCHOOL HOURS

9.00am – 11.00am
Morning Session

11.45am – 1.30pm
Middle Session

2.00pm – 3.00pm

Afternoon Session

Morning tea:   
11.00am – 11.45am

Lunch:

1.30pm – 2.00pm

ARRIVAL OF STUDENTS

Pupils are expected to arrive at school prior to 8.45am, but not before 8.30am (unless accompanied by a parent) as the playground is not supervised before school.  This is an extremely busy period owing to classroom preparation by teachers.

Early arrival due to special circumstances is allowed with prior notification.

COMMUNITY USE OF FACILITIES

The community use of facilities is feasible, provided certain conditions are met.  We request that adult supervision is provided whenever children are in the grounds out of hours, and that prior permission to use the facilities is sought from the principal.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

We expect all children to wear the school uniform.

Children leaving the school on excursions and trips and who participate in sporting and other teams MUST be correctly attired in full uniform.

Colours: 
Blue and Gold

BOYS:
Royal blue Polo shirt with embroidered badge


Navy shorts


White or navy socks


Joggers/shoes


Wide brimmed navy hat

GIRLS: 
Royal blue Polo shirt with embroidered badge


Navy skorts, netball skirt or shorts

OR 

Blue and white checked dress 


White or navy socks


Joggers/ black leather shoes


Wide brimmed navy hat

WINTER:  Navy or Royal blue tracksuit pants and sloppy joe  top.

SPORTS: Navy and gold sports shirt with logo


   Navy skorts, netball skirt or shorts

   White or navy socks


   Joggers


   Wide brimmed navy hat

Sports uniform is to be worn on Fridays and on some excursions and trips.

Royal blue polo shirts can be purchased from Big W, Hannahs in Toowoomba or Gundy Work Smart in Goondiwindi.  

Embroidered school badges can be purchased from the school.  The badge is worn on the left chest of the royal blue polo shirt.  Sports shirts are also available for purchase from the school.

LOST PROPERTY

All lost property is kept in a box near the port racks.  Parents and children should check this periodically.  The job of finding an owner for a particular item is much quicker if all items of clothing (including socks) are marked clearly with the child’s name.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/FAMILY DETAILS

If you change your place of living, phone number or place of work, or if there is a change in your family situation, please advise the school as soon as possible as this can be vital in an emergency.

HATS

All children are required to wear hats while in the playground.  NO HAT – NO PLAY!  Sunshades and caps without backing are not considered to give sufficient protection.  A wide brimmed hat is recommended.  Sunscreen is a useful addition to the school requisite list. School hats are available from the P&C at a cost of $11.00
LIBRARY

The library serves as a lending and reference library for the students.  Children are welcome to borrow books during class library time.  You will be advised of Library day early in the year.  Book losses or damage are the responsibility of the parent to replace or repair.  To protect books, all children should have a library bag in which to carry their books.  Children are to be encouraged to borrow books, as reading is a key skill and the student who develops an early love of reading is invariably a good student.  Parents are advised to also assist children developing a positive appreciation and enjoyment in reading books by taking an active interest in the materials that children bring home.

NEWSLETTER

A newsletter is usually sent home fortnightly, and contains details of coming events and activities. 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL

Parents are asked to advise the school by note or phone call, if a child is absent from school.

A phone call on the morning of the absence assists with planning and is very much appreciated.

MONEY

Parents are requested not to send children to school with large sums of money unless absolutely necessary.  Then, the CORRECT money should be in a sealed envelope (tape up corners of press-seal envelopes, please) with the child’s name on the outside and handed in to the office on arrival at school.

EXCURSIONS AND FUNCTIONS

During the school year, children may be involved in many activities related to their work, which involve taking the children outside the school setting.  Parents will be asked to pay for both bus travel and the cost of the activity.

CORRECT MONEY for excursions, etc. must be put in a sealed envelope.  

CHANGE CANNOT BE GIVEN.

SICKNESS AND ACCIDENTS

If your child has been genuinely sick at night or before school, it is most probable that the child should remain home that day.  It is often difficult and time consuming for you and the school to arrange for sick children to be taken home after the commencement of school.

If a child at school becomes too ill to continue work in the classroom, he is taken to the sick bed to rest.  If it appears that the child is not going to recover in a short time, every effort is then made to contact the parents.  

 In cases of accidents, teachers act, as would normal prudent parents.  In most cases, first aid is administered at school, but in matters of urgency the Ambulance is contacted and parents are notified.  

There is always a staff member present who holds a current First Aid Certificate.

SCHOOL INFECTIONS

A few simple precautions can protect children from either contracting infections or spreading them.  Head lice and school sores (impetigo) still appear periodically in schools.  The principal will help with advice and will alert parents if an outbreak threatens.  However, the primary responsibility for treatment rests with parents.  Many infections and illnesses have exclusion periods, so that the complaint is not passed on to other students.  The school office will advise parents concerning these exclusion periods.

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATION AND MANAGEMENT OF HEALTH CONDITIONS

Education Queensland acknowledges that some students require medication and/or management of health conditions at school.  While parents/caregivers have ultimate responsibility for the administration of medication and management, schools can assist with the provision of these services.  The principal is the authorised adult who accepts responsibility to approve the use of medication at the school.

Before medication can be administered at school, parents must:

· Request the school in writing to administer prescribed medication or to assist in the management of a health condition.  Forms are available from the office to assist with this.
· Notify the school in writing of any requests and/or guidelines from medical practitioners including the potential side effects or adverse reactions.

· Provide the medication in the original pharmacy labelled container to a member of staff.

Over-the-counter medications cannot be administered by school staff, unless they meet the accountability of a written request from a parent/caregiver accompanied by written advice from a medical practitioner and with the medication in the original labelled container.  
CURRICULUM

Kindon State School offers the curriculum prepared by Education Queensland.

Key learning areas include:

· Mathematics

· English

· Humanities and Social Sciences
· Science

· The Arts – music, drama, dance, visual arts, media

· Health and Physical Education

· LOTE (Languages other than English – year 6/7)

· Technology

Programs suitable for this school and its students have been developed in these areas.  Multi-age groupings allow children to progress at a rate more suited to their abilities and is a great advantage for children who need extra challenges or extra assistance.

*Please see Kindon State School Curriculum Framework

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Our school encourages and values participation in a wide range of community events, such as the Goondiwindi Show, Waggamba Landcare Schools Competition,  MacIntyre Young Writers’ Awards and the Goondiwindi APEX Eisteddfod.

HOMEWORK

It can be expected that your child will need to complete homework.

Homework activities can include:

· Word recognition/spelling

· Number facts

· Reading

· Completion of work

The parent’s role is seen as encouraging and supporting the child in his or her home tasks.

STUDENT ASSESSMENT

Children are assessed continually throughout the year.  Observation of day-to-day work of the child is the major source of information.  

A wide range of testing, discussions and observations by the teachers is also used to enable the teacher to obtain a complete picture of the academic and social achievements of each child.  

These achievements are reported to parents twice a year.  

INTERVIEWS WITH TEACHERS 

Parents are encouraged to discuss any matters, which concern them with the teacher or Principal.  Parent / Teacher interviews are twice a year, in Term 1 and Term 3,  however parents can arrange an interview with teachers throughout the year at a suitable time before or after school.  

PARENTS’ AND CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION

A major role of this association is to assist in providing materials, facilities and resources necessary for the functioning of our programs.  

Association funds are derived from several fund raising activities conducted throughout the year.  

Presently the P & C helps out with the maintenance of the school grounds and is working towards beautification and improvement.

All parents are encouraged to participate in this association. 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

The Queensland State School Holidays for 2019 are as follows:

Australia Day Holiday:  Monday28 January
School Recommences:  Tuesday 29 January

Easter Vacation: Saturday 6 April – Monday 22 April

Good Friday: Friday 19 April
Easter Monday: Monday 22 April
ANZAC Day Holiday:  Thursday 25 April

Labour Day Holiday: Monday 6 May

Queen’s Birthday Holiday:  Monday 7 October
Winter Vacation: 29 June – 14 July
Spring Vacation:  21 September – 7 October

Student Free Day: Monday 21 October
Summer Vacation: 14 December
A Ministerial Student Free day is also taken at some stage during the year.  This is locally set and usually taken in association with a professional development opportunity for staff.

PREP YEAR

Prep has been offered full-time at Kindon State School from 2007.  In Prep, children learn through inquiry, investigation and play – known as active learning.  It’s a powerful way for children to develop important skills and the right attitude to school.  

BOOK LISTS

Book lists are sent home at the end of each year.  All of the basic items can be purchased from any newsagent.  

Bishops Newsagency in Goondiwindi offers a ‘Back to School’ book service.  Simply cross off what you don’t need, take the list to Bishops and they’ll put the pack together for you!  Some of the recommended Student Activity books can only be purchased from the school.  

Please cover your child’s books and name absolutely everything.

SCHOOL BUS

There is currently no school bus in operation on a daily basis.

When possible we do hire a bus for transport on some excursions.
The following Code of Conduct has been adopted in conjunction with the Queensland Transport Code of Conduct for School Buses.  Please discuss these rules with your child.

Whilst on the Bus:

· remain correctly seated at all times

· always wear the seat belt provided

· you may speak quietly to others

· keep the aisle clear

When getting off the Bus:

· wait until the bus fully stops before standing to get off

· walk off the bus in an orderly manner

· If you must cross the road, always cross BEHIND the bus AFTER the bus has moved away

There are many designated bus stops along the bus route.  Please DO NOT expect the driver to pull over along the road at any spot that is not a designated stop.  Doing so puts the children’s safety at risk.

PHONE CALLS 

Parents are urged to contact the school to discuss any matters that concern them, however calls during class time interrupt both the teaching process and student concentration.  Unless the matter is urgent please keep the calls to before or after school or during morning tea and lunch breaks.  

Please refrain from calling teachers at home to discuss school related issues.  Any pressing matters can be directed to the Principal.   

SCHOOL VISION





Kindon State School is a rural community 


working and learning together 


- respecting the past, 


 -  being in the present,


and embracing the future
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